58       OF THE MEEK AND THE MIGHTY
Pera's ' societyJ, in spite of its international character,
bore a close resemblance in more ways than one to a small
provincial town. There were countless intrigues and constant
scandal-mongering, for everybody knew exactly what every-
body else was doing, and if they by some strange chance
did not know, then they lost no time in inventing something
in order to be able to pass it on.
But you would be wrong in thinking there was nothing
more stable in Pera than intriguing and scandal-mongering;
fortunately, harmony and hospitality reigned as well, I found
both these in the home of Mrs James Bey, an Englishwoman
and a sister of the Hon. James W. Lowther, then Speaker of
the House of Commons, later to become Lord Ullswater.
Turkey and Hungary were the only European countries
which did not intern enemy aliens in the Great War, so the
English colony in Constantinople was not interfered with in
any way. I was in the habit of openly visiting English families
in full uniform.
In Mrs James Bey's home in the Rue Syra Selvi, I repeatedly
met a charming English girl by the name of Miss Whitaker.
We talked of playing tennis together, but my transfer to the
Palestine front upset this plan. Four years later I learnt quite
by chance that this young lady had been engaged at the time
not only upon the practice of lawn-tennis, but also in one of
the most romantic exploits of the War. For in the reading-
room of a London club about 1920 or 1921 I happened to
pick up an English magazine, either Blackwood*s or the Cornhill
Magazine, and, glancing through it, I came upon a serial, in
which a former British officer described his adventures as
a war prisoner in Turkey. Suddenly I began to sit up and take
notice. eMiss Whitaker? In Constantinople? But surely that's
the girl you knew?' And I read how, as a prisoner of war,
the author, accompanied by two Turkish soldiers, was
granted permission to attend divine service every Sunday in
the English church in Pera. He went on to tell how in the
congregation, which consisted of the British colony of Con-